


Blickling Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BLICKLING PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
At 7.30pm on Monday November 23rd 2020

The meeting was held under The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 via Zoom.
PRESENT

Andrew Daniels		Neville Johnson
			Charlie Ennals			Marion Richardson
					 
			Sue Lake – Clerk

	
[bookmark: _Hlk45798531]1.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSCENCE
	Apologies were received and accepted from Carla Daniels

2.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	None made

3.	INFORMATION ON MATTERS ARISING 
	None

4.	TO ADJOURN THE MEETING TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK 
	Not Required.

5.	TO CONSIDER PLANNING ISSUES 
	The meeting had been called to discuss application no 20202097 - 	Change of use of former school to use for the hire of bicycles to members of the public on 	the Blickling Estate and for related outdoor activities

	Members were very unhappy regarding this proposal for a variety of reasons as follows:
· Removal of Old School from public use which goes against the promise made in January at the Stakeholders meeting
· Parking will this lead to more parking on the roads around the hall? Will there also be parking near the junction with the B1145?
· The café location means that hirers are in a safe environment to commence their ride. Many of the hirers may not have ridden bikes for sometime and could be shaky to start with. The new location will bring them in immediate contact with traffic and they may cycle along the road rather than in the estate
· Will be riding against the flow of traffic leaving the car park
· Can see no valid reason for moving this retail operation from its current venue
· Concern regarding the open-ended application ‘for other similar outdoor activities.

After discussion it was unanimously AGREED to object to the application.
A copy of the letter of objection is appended to these minutes

6.	TO NOTE ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/FUTURE AGENDA
	The budget for 2021/2 will need to be agreed prior to the end of January

7.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	This was agreed as Monday 30th November at 7.30pm.


Response to planning application

The Parish Council discussed planning application 20202097 and wish to raise an objection to the proposal.
The Parish Council do have an issue with the building being removed summarily from public use without consultation which is a direct contradiction to a promise made by the National Trust but are aware that this is not a matter for planning. However, there are issues that are planning related.
Parking – the application states that no parking is required as users of the scheme will park in the main car park and be directed to the school. If only this was the case. Residents and the National Trust are well aware that since the introduction of charges people park in all the local roads to avoid the parking charges. So far there has been no action taken by the National Trust to try and assist with the problems this has caused. The Parish Council can see this move leading to further on-street parking and will include the area around the Old School including on the main road.
Safety – at the moment the bike hire is based next to the café and people hiring bikes do not meet with traffic entering the estate. This proposal will have people riding bikes against the flow of traffic leaving the car park. For many users this may be the first time they have been on a bike for several years, will be on an unfamiliar vehicle and these factors mixed with traffic is a potential danger. There is also the issue that hirers may not go into the estate but take to the road at this point. This is a very busy road where the national speed limit applies.  The Parish Council can see no valid reason for moving this retail operation from its current venue.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Parish Council are also concerned regarding the open-ended application ‘for other similar outdoor activities.’ The Parish Council feels this gives a free reign without any opportunity to object to anything not deemed suitable. This is fundamentally a profit-making enterprise and the fact it is run by the National Trust should make no difference.

The meeting closed at 21.00pm

Minutes Agreed……………………….………………………………………………… 15th February 2021  
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